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Cyber Grandparents 
 

Kanai L. Mukherjee, Ph.D. Fulbright Professor,  

Professor Emeritus in Medical Technology  

(Cyber Grandpa) 

and 

Bibha Mukherjee, Ph,D. Professor Emeritus in 

Geography (Cyber Grandma) 

 

Professor Kanai Mukherjee, popularly known as Cyber Grandpa, was born in a priest family in 

Varanasi (July 4, 1926). As he was the eighth child, he was named after Krishna (Kanai). He 

learned his priesthood from his father Pandit Haribrahmo Bhattacharjee (title as priest), alias 

Mukherjee, and from his maternal uncle Professor Brahomadhab Bhattacharjee.  

 

His father became blind when Dr. Mukherjee was five years old. So he became his father’s 

“blind man’s dog” and learnt the puja rituals by sitting next to his father until he took his 

sacred thread at the age of ten. After reaching his puberty he started doing the Hindu rituals to 

assist the family. When he reached his adulthood he was frustrated with the poor return of his 

family trade. Out of frustration he moved into science and married a non-Brahmin, Dr. Bibha 

Mukherjee (1954). His wife motivated him to relearn the priesthood as an academician. This 

book is the outcome of this unique combination. Dr. Mukherjee often refers his wife, with 

respect, as his “guru” who came into his life as God’s blessing.  

 

Dr. Mukherjee came to the west alone in 1959 and was later joined by his wife and three small 

children. Dr. Mrs. Mukherjee received her doctorate in Geography from the University of Iowa 

(1964).  Both of them were teachers of long standing. After his immigration to USA, Dr. 

Mukherjee promoted the Bengali tradition of Hindu puja rituals in the Baltimore-Washington 

DC area and became deeply involved in explaining the significance of the rituals to local 

people, various educational institutions and churches. His weekend priesthood did not mask 

his professional career of medical technology. He is considered as an authority in his field and 

published many books with such renowned publishers as Mosby, McGraw Hill and American 

Medical Association. His three children and six grandchildren are his life beats. All of them 

are highly accomplished. He received his recognition as Cyber Grandpa from the International 

Community (India Abroad and India Today, 1986). The World Indian Community knows him 

as a great story teller. His homepage (agiivideo.com) contains 300 videos of Indian stories and 

now this book on Hindu Puja rituals.  

 

After his wife’ death (2007) he moved to Nashville, TN and lives with his eldest daughter, Dr. 

Anuradha Chakravarthy, Radiation Oncologist, Vanderbilt University.    


